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The SPLEAKER fook the Chair at !
pm. and read prayers.
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BILL—PURCHASERS' PROTECTION.
Council’s Message.

Message from the Couneil reccived and
read notifying that il had agreed to the
Assembly’s alternative amendment to the
Couneil’s amendment No. 4 and did not in-
sist on its amendment No, 8,

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Returned with a schedule of six amend-
ments which were now considered.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Strike out Clause 2:

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: This is
the essential clanse of the Bill as it provides
for relief in the cuis to Government em-
ployees. The deletion of the clause would
mean the destruction of the Bill and the
Government cannol possibly aceept the
amendment. We hold *hat we have a elear
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mandate from the people to introduce this
legislation.

Mr. Latham: I do not think you have a
nandate te give partial relief.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
no doubt that the position was made clear
to the electors. The Premier in his poliey
specch and the responsible leaders of the
Labonr movement made it clear from hun-
dreds of platforms that, if the parly were
refurned {o office, the Aet would not he con-
tinued witheut drastic amendments. On that
policy the party were returned with an over-
whelming majority.

My, Doney: As a matter of fact yon had
a mandate to give a great deal more than
the Bill proposes,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
it is o question of how much we ean afford
to give this year. We can claim that we
have a mandate to abolish the Act.

AMyr. Thorn: Under the Bill you are giving
Governmenf employees practically nothing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I told
the House that ‘the velief proposed would
cost over £100,000 a year.

Mx. Thorn: In the aggregate it is a large
sum, but you will be giving the workers
practically nothing,

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
the money?

Myr. Thorn:
little.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member says that a sum of over
£100,000 is nothing, he does not understand
the position.

Mr. Thorn: It means a lot to the State,
but very little to the workers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
where will the money go? Who will get it?
It will cost the State between £110,000 and
£115,000 a year to grant this relief, and into
whose pockets will the money go?

Mr. Thorn: Only a few will
henefit.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Only a
few Government servants will not henefit.

Mr. Sampson: All should get it or none.

The Premier: Should they?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We do
not subscribe to that,

The Premier: All should get it, the man
on £1,000 a year equally with the man on
£200 g vear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We do
not subscribe fo that. Because we cannot
give all we should like to give to evervbody,

Then who will get

The workers will get very

get the
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we should not deny to some the measure of
relief that we ean afford. We propose to
give relief to the extent of over £100,000 a
vear, which sum we can finance this vear,

Mr. Stubbs: Are you satisfied that the
Government ean afford to give the £110,000?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
would not have introduced the Bill had not
we heen satisfied on that point. We do not
come to Parliament and ask that a Bill of
this kind be passed without its first having
been thoronghly examined by the Cabinet
from every aspect. It has heen looked into
for months. Ii was thoronghly examined
before the Premier delivered his Budget
Speech. The Government cannot be re-
garded as a hody of men without a sense
of responsibility, not knowing what they are
doing. The responsibility vests on our
shoulders, and we say we are able to meet
the situation this year te the extent of n
little over £100,000. We are sure that the
circulation of this additional amownt of
money amongst the wage and salary earners
of the State will he a hig element in the
revival of {rade and husinesz, and will mate-
rially improve the sitnation. T do not think
any unprejudiced person eonsidering the
position dispassionately can for a moment
maintain that the Government have not a
divect mandate from the electors to give
effect to this policy. Not a member opposite
would challenge that statement.

Mr. Latham: But you promised to give
a greal deal more than vou are giving under
the Bill.

The Premier: Are you opposing the Bill
on the ground that we are not giving enough?

Mr. Wanshrough: No answer!

Mr. Latham; You are not giving effect to
what you promised at the Perth town hall

The Premier: My speech af Boulder was
the policy speech.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
the report of the policy speech here. The
Premier’s words were—

This Act would not be re-enaeted withont
drastic amendments.

Hon. W. D. Johnzon: Which were never
defined.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
from the verbaiim report of the Premier’s
policy speech, and the statement was re-
peated from hundreds of platforms. Because
we were nnable to go the whole hog and give
effect to the full extent of our pelicy in the
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first year, having heen in office only a liitle
over six months——

Mr. Latham: You promised that the first
thing you would do, if returned to power,
would be—

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
I was sitting where the hon. member sits
now I said that at the first opportunity we
would get rid of the provision which set
np this Parliament as a wage-fixing tribu-
nal.

Mr. Latham:
what you said.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon, gentleman quoted me tne other even-
ing. I said a good deal more than he
nuoted. We ave taking the first oppor-
tunity to rid this Parliament of the respon-
sibility of fixing wages. It is plain that
the Government ecannot possibly accept
these amendments. With regard to the
present one I move—

I will tell you presently

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. THORN: I do not wish to be mis-
understood over this matter. I quite re-
alise what the Premier and his Ministers
are faged with, but if they are attempting
to give hack to the workers of this country
something those workers lost through finan-
eial emergency legisiation, it should be
given back to all the workers. One gee-
tion should not be picked out to reap such
a benefit as this.

My, Moloney: When did yon bhecome a
pleader for the workers?

Mr. THORN: I am not a pleader for the
workers, but a pleader for fair play. Al-
though T have the fullest sympathy with
the Premter and his Ministers in these diffi-
cult times, I amn prepared to give them my
opinion if they want it. The principal Aect
should have been allowed to continue ex-
actly as it was, in the same terms. If we
are going to legislate at all on this sub-
jeet, the benefit should be distributed over
the whele of the workers.

The Premier: In other words, you would
give the man on £1,000 a year the same per-
centage of relief as the man on £200%

Mr. THORN: One would not eall some of
those men workers.

The Premier: They are all affected by the
Finaneial Emergency Act.

Mr. THORN: 1 appreciate the Premier’s
difficulties, but the Government would have
done far hetter to allow the Finaneial
Emergency Act to be re-enacted as it stands,



[22 Deceaeer, 1933.]

instead of trying Lo give relief to a privileged
few.

Mr. LATHAM: It is useless for the Gov-
ernment to say that evervone will benefit
ander this Bill. Thev know that nobody
helow £205 will receive any benefit whatever.

The Minister for Works: Thoze people
are not affected by the Act.

Mr. LATHAM :

Certainly  they are
aftected, Only a very few people will
benefit. The aggregate involved amounts to

£110,000 or £115,600, but the people who
would benefit are those well above the hasie
wage. I do not mind if the Government
give cffect to their pledges. One of their
pledges was that if returned to power they
would repeal the whole of this lezislation,
exeept that nffecting interest.

The Premiec: Be fair!

Mr. LATIAM: [ eon quote the Premier’s
town hall speech.

The Premier: You cannot guote my polisy
~prech in Boulder to that effect,

Mr. LATHAM: In his town hall speech
the Premicr definitely said—

The Premier: Perlaps that speech was
like vour policy speech ab Northam, which
you repudiated afterwards.

Mr., LATHAAM: 1 never made any policy
speech at Northam.

The Premier: Yes, you dud.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 was never at Northam.

The Minister for Employment: Tt was o
speech that lost seats for the Nationalists.

Mr. LATHAM: It was a speech that the
Trades Hall made minch use of. 1 do not
believe one word of all this. Undoubtedly
something 1 said was twisted so as to make
as much eapital as possible out of it for the
benufit of the Teades Hall. I spoke the
teuth, anyhow, in what I did say., If T
quoted stuff nttered hy the member for East
Perth (Hon. J. J. Kenneally), which T have
here in my drawer, probably it would make
some of his friends realize how little ke
knows about the subject.

The Minister for Employment: Let us
have it. There is plenty of time.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course there iz to-
morrow untouched, and if necessary we
could meet on Monday. The present Min-
ister for Works, when on this side of the
Chamber, said—

We have denounced this Act ever since it
was placed on the statute-book, and I give
the Minister in charge an undertaking now,
that if at the next election we arec returned to
the Treasnry bench, he will never be able to
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charge us with not denouncing the measure
befors we got into office and repealing it
when we did get into offies; because one of the
first things we will do when we get into powor
after the next general election will be to re-

pla‘:al this legislation. There is no doubt abont
that.

The legislation has not heen repealed.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: That was the pre-
sent Minister's ambition. The party said the
legislation would be drastically amended.

Mr. LATHAM: There is no “drastie
amendwent” ahout that statement, It is a
definite promise of repeal. I would not have
minded if the Bill had fixed the salary at,
say, £600, zo that no member of Parliament
might derive benefit from the measure.

The Premier: Would you vote for the re-
peal of the whole lot?

Mr. LATHAM: Subject to the exclusion
of Parliameniary salaries, yes. I would not,
however, ngrec to alteration of interest rates.

The Premier: Oh!

Mr. LATHAM: There are one or two
provisions of the Act with which we can-
not play fast and loose. I am prepared
to help the Premier to give cffect to his
policy.

The Premier: You neced not. You are
terribly disappointed hecause we are not re-
pealing the whole lot, are you not?

Mr. LATHAM: I am not going to say
that. T do not suppose interest rates would
g0 back to what they were in 1930.

The Premier: The unfortunate landlords
and mortgagees, as mentioned in another
place, would benefit.

Mr. LATHAM: Some of them are in a
bad way, and the Premier knows that. Some
of them are much worse off than men receiv-
ing 9s. above the hasic wage. T know of old
people living on interest from morigages——

The Premier: The old people and the
widows!

Mr. LATHAM: I am referring to old peo-
ple holding mortgages of £500 or £600,

The Minister for Employment: ILet as
have a plea on behalf of the Jandlords. That
would be better.

Mr. LATHAM: If that suits the hon,
gentleman, I will leave it to him. He can
talk very nicely when he is in one place, but
he ean talk quite differently when he is in
another. I ean supply quotaiions in that
connection, if the hon. gentleman desires me
to do so. I repeat, we are prepared fo help
the Government to give effect to that poliey
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as enunciated by the Premier in the Perth
town hall. I know that on the goldfields he
said the Act wonld be drastically amended
When he came down here and said he would
see the Aet was repesled, he probably still
intended to provide for a reduction of inter-
est, becanse T know that has been a portion
of the hon. gentleman’s policy for a long
time; and he would have to be consistent.
He could not ask the bondholders to aceept
reduced interest rates while other creditors
were retaining their full interest. No doubt
he consulted his party on the matter. He
did not do this off his own bhai.

The Premier: Do what.

Mr. LATHAM: Make the promise to re-
peal. There is muech more of this.  The
Lahour Party voted against the vital clause
of last year’s Bill, the continuance clause.
This year they see some great advantage in
partially restoring benefits to some people,
while leaving others out. We should, as has
been suggested hy another place, give effect
to the Government’s policy. Let us impose
a limit of £600 or so, thus excluding Par-
Ihamentary salaries,

The Minister for Works: That is not what
another place is suggesting.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not wish to follow
exacily what another place suggests,

The Premicr: Thai has not heen suggested
at all.

Mr. CATHAM : We may even compromise
in that respect by putting np an amendment
limiting relief to salaries helow £600.

The Minister for Employment: When this
legislation was before the House previously,
the main point of the one speech delivered
from the Opposition side was, “I do not
know where you are going to get the money
from to do this.”

Mr. LATHAM: Surely we have a right
to ask that.

The Minister for Works: The member for
Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) to-day says that there
is nothing in the Bill and that it is not go-
ing to cost anything.

Mr. Thorn: I did not say that. I said
that no one was getting much individual
henefit from the Bill. I know the measure
is guing to cost the State a large sum.

The Minister for Employment: The hon.
member said it would not cost too much.

AMr. Thorn: No.

The Minister for Employment: Yes, he
did. He took the wrong eue.

Mr. Thorn: No, T did nor.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: It was men-
tioned in another place that this measure
would not give any relief to the poor land-
lord.

Mr. Thorn: I am not worrying about the
other place. I am expressing my own views.

The Minister for Works: Every word of
the hon. memher’'s speech shows that be took
a great interest in people other than workers.
He bas admitted that he is not here to plead
for the worker,

Mr, Thorn: That js all punkum. I am
only asking for a fair deal for the workers.

Tie MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
In reply to an interjection, the hon. mem-
ber said he was not here to plead for the
workers. On the other hand, members sit-
ting on the Government side of the House
are represetitatives of those upon whom the
hardship was inflicted by the party with
which he was associated.

Mr, Tkorn: T said I was pleading for fair
play.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
1 would like to Lave the hon. member’s inter-
pretation of what is fair play.

My, Thorn: I know what it means.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The hon. member supported a party that
was the only one in the Commonwealth to
bring vutside employees under this legis-
lation. Apparently that is an indication of
what he considers fair play. In addition,
they imposed this pepalty on the workers
in the Government service,

Mr. Ferguson: There was no infliction of
a penalty; it was cquitable, fair and just.

The Minister for Health : Most beautifully
fairl

Tke MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Like Shylock of old, the member for Tood-
vay insists upon the full penalty he helped
to place on the workers. He will not be
suceessful. The GCovernment received a
mandaie from the pecple to reverse the
poliey his party carried out. Tt is regret-
table that we cannot repeal the whole Aet.

Mr. Thorn: That is my regret too.

Tke MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
But that is not the attitude the ton. mem-
her adopted.

Mr. Thorn: I eclaim that if yon cannot
treat all the workers alike, you should not
favour a few.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
That is to say, if we cannot give any relief
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to the man in receipt of £1,000 or £1,500
a year, we must not give relief to anyone
receiving less. That may be the policy of
the member for Toodyay, but it is not ours.

Mr. Thorn: What about those receiving
less than the man you have guoted.

TLe MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
We are hopeful that the Bill we introduced
will be the forerunner of further amend-
ments to the Act. We heard the Leader of
the Opposition ask how the Government were
to find the money, but the member for Tood-
you told us this aftermoon tbat it wonld
cost nothing.

Mr. Latham: Do you not think T had the
right to ask that question?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I have not raised any objection to it, but
I am entitled to draw attention to the fact
that while the member for Toodyay says it
will not cost us aunything, his Leader ex-
pressed wonder as to how we wonld ohtain
the money. I hope the lagislation will go
through and that altimateiy we shall be able
to extend relief to (he whole of the people.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am surprised at the
effort being made by the Minister for Km.
ployment. He =at absolufely mum doring
the whole of the debate on the Bill.

The Premier: He followed the excellent
example set by the Opposition. There was
one speech from that side of the House.

Mr. Latham: It was your turn next.

Mz, Griffiths: And you did not have a go.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister chjected
because the member for Toodyay considered
fair play had not been extended to the com-
munity generally. He also asked for a defi-
nition of what constituted fair play. Surelv
it is justice and equity to all. From that
standpoint, does the Bill represent fair plav
to all the people? Of course it does no'.
Nevertheless we have this more than eleventh
hour appeal, and the fanatically enthusiastic
statement by the Mimster for Employ-
ment, who considers that the remarks bv
the member for Toodyay were unjustified.
The Minister should have made his remarks
at the second rending stags and it is wn-
fair to raise such contentions at fkis jure-
ture. As others have indicated, if it is pos-
sible for the country to provide financial
relief, then it shounld be given to all and not
to a select few.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then yon wonld not
grant relief to any section of the people at
all?
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Mr. SAMPSON: It any relief is to be
given, it should be given to all.  Equily
should be 100 per cent. and not merely con-
sideration for the select few. If the Min-
ister did say snything on the second read-
ing, I cannot remember his doing so,

The Minister for Employment: There was
no opposition offered to the Bill.

The CHATEMAN: Order! We are not
diseussing what the Minister said at the
second reading stage.

Mr, Latham: We could not do so.

Mr, BAMPSOXN: I was referring to state-
ments made by the Minister in reply to the
wember for Toodyay. That hon. member
made a careful and restrained speech. The
basie point is: Is it possible for the State
to provide for the resumption of certain
payments? If so, let the Government give
effect to that, but do not lef them confine
their assistance to one section only.

The PREMIER: Only a member pos-
sessed of the courage—1 was almost going
to say the daring—of the member for Swan
would raise any complaint against the Min-
ister for Employment becanse he did pot
speak when the Bill was going through this
Chamber. The member for Swan knows
that the Bill was in the hands of the Min-
ister for Works, and having regard for the
fact that, one member of the Opposition only
raised his voice against the Bill, where was
the need for the Minister for Employment
to enter into the diseussion? The Bill came
up for consideration at 4.30 p.an. and it bhad
passed the seeond reading stage and had
been dealt with in Committee by 9 p.m.

My, Needham: The Opposition fell down
on their job,

The PREMIER: The member for Swan
sat silent and dumb. There was not a word
from any member of the Opposition apart
from their Leader. Yet the member for
Swan complains that the Minister for BEm-
ployment did not go to the assistance of the
over-laden Minister for Works! The Leader
of the Opposition endeavoured to make a
good deal of capital out of remarks made
by me in the Perth Town Hall. He knows
perfectly well that what the Government and
their supporters are pledged to was the
poliey speech I delivered in Boulder at the
opening of the ezmpaign, Therein it was
clearly stated that the Aet would he dras-
tieally amended if we were returned to
power. Now the Act has heen drastically
amended, it does not meet with the approval
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of the Opposition. There is a strange diver-
sity of opinien in that regard. The Leader
of the Opposition would assist the Govern-
ment tp repeal the Act altogether, which
wounld result in 4 loss to the revenne of ahout
£350,000. The member for Toodyay, on the
other hand, contends that the (lovernment
should not give away anything and so re-
tain the revenue I have referred to.

Mr. ‘Thorn: My idea was that unless we
could treat all alike, it would be better to
spend the £115,000 on the unemployed.

The PREMIER : Because the Government
cannot give relief to the man who is receiv-
ing £1,200 a year, the hon. member suggests
that we must not graunf relief fo men in re-
coipt of less than £203 a year.

Mr, Thorm: I had more in view the
men on the lowest rungs of the ladder.

The PREMIER: The men on the lowest
rungs of the ladder are outside the seope of
the Act altogether. We endeavoured to help
the men just above the hasie wage, the men
in receipt of £40 to £100 a year above that
minimam. The member for Toodyay wonld
give mighty little relief to them unless he
could give an equal amount of relief to the
men in receipt of higher salaries. It is dif-
ficult to follow the well thought-out speech
of the member for Toodyay because he said
that very few people would get any henefit
as a result of the Bill, and then he admitted
that in the aggregate it wonld represent
£110,000 a year.

Mr. Thorn: I said that individuals would
not benefit to any great extent.

The PREMIER: If very few people are
to benefit to any great extent, how is the
total of £110,000 made up? That is an indi-
cation of the logic of the hon. member.

Mr. Thorn: Are you really expressing
what I meant?

Mr. Marshall: Who conld express what
you meant?

The PREMIER.: The member for Tood-
vay has displayed to us the result of his pro-
found stody of the Bill since it left this
Chamber,

Mr. Marshall: Let ns pass it by.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position talked aboul promises. and said
we promized we would repeal the wholy Aect.
He conveniently ignores my poliey speech
and bases his contention on a statement I
wade in reply, I think, to a question. That
is quite a different matter from a statement
made in the course of a policy speech, T
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do uot think it should rest witih that bhon,
nwmber fo chide the Government for not
giving ciiect to promises.

Mr. Needham: He cannot =ast any stone,

TLhe PREMIER: Would the bon. mem-
ber deny that we have attempied to give
effrel in substance to the promise we made
that the Bill would be drastically amended ¥
v vannoet help reminding him that ne was
a member of a Government who controlled
the business of this House for three years,
a Government returned to offisz pledoed tn a
policy of promises that were pob fulfilled.
One gromise was that work would be pro-
vided for all.

My, Griffiths: Oh, get a new record!

The PREMIER: You can go out and get
new brains; have a surgieal operation. That
Government promised that they wounld find
work for everybody, and that they would
balance the Budget. So far were they from
keeping that promise that they left the State
334 million ponnds worse off than it had
been when they took over responsibility,
Another promise of theirs was fo reduve
taxation and, so far from carrying ont that
promise, they increased taxation all along
the line, in five different directions. They
promised also not to interfere with wages,
except through the Arbitration Court.
They departed from that promise and in u
direction not followed by any other Gov-
ernment in Australia. An Aet they carried
through Parliament specifically did reduce
Arhitration Court awards, They flouted the
Avbitration Aect in this way, and so reduced
wages by the Act which we are dealing with
to-day. I am only reminding the Leader
of the Opposition of the long list of pro-
mises his Government made, and from which
they departed entiirely. Then there was the
Workers’ Compensation Act and other
measures which it would take me too long
to enumerate. How, then, can the hon.
member imagine that he has some charge
against this Governmenf because he inter-
prets the drastic amendment of this Finan-
einl Emergency Act as meaning that we
should repeal it entirely, after six months
in office. The whole position is absurd.

Mr. Latham: I admit you have as good an
excuse for breaking your promises as we
had for breaking ours.

The PREMIER: I have never known
any map bhreak a promise withont having an
excuse, cven in a breach of promise case.
If we were allowed fo pursue our policy
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withoui improper and unfair interruption
from another place, whick does not repre-
sent the whole of the people of the country
but only one-third of the electors; unless we
are thwarted in our policy hy that non-re-
presentative body of men, I venture to say
we shall end our three years by getiing
prefty close to giving effect to all the pro-
mises we gave at the recent -election.
Before this Bill is finally decided upon we
ghall see whether the House that does not
represent the people is going to rule this
country.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is difficult fo
follow the subject matter before the House
when spenkers, including the Premier,
traverse the whole history of the State for
years back and show how much was pro-
miged and how much was deparfed from.
It is an cxtraordinary position because,
properly understood, the real question
simply is whether this House will agree to
an amendment made in a Bill that went to
another place. But sinee the subjeet has
been so widened, what is astounding to me
is that when, on the Address-in-reply, T in-
formed the Premier that his policy speech
was understood by public servants fo mean
that there would be a restoration of the
finaneial emergency cuts, he vigorously
denied it, and so too did the Mimster for
Works. But apparently on reconsideration
the Premier has come to the conclusion
that what I suggested was correct, and that
he did say it, and that it was part of his
policy. However, the present position ap-
pears to me to be the guestlon, wnen this
House by a majority or without a division

- passes a eertain measure, to what extent
another place is entitled to defeat that
measure. The constituiional side of the
question is entirely different from the other
side. Very largely I hold the view that
the first thing that should have been done
by the Government afier they recognised
that the policy speech of the ¥remier did
promise to restore the finaneial emergency
cuts was to examine the finanees and place
the finaneial position before the House, say-
ing, ‘‘Here is the position, and here is the;
extent to which we are going.”” But the:
Minister in charge of the Bill denied the
right of the Honse to know anything about
the finances, and said that it was not our
business. In those eireumstances, how was
it possible that there shonld be any con-
sideration of the finances? If in fact the
finances of the country were so improved
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as to justify the financial emergency euts
being entirely restored, every member of
the House would be in favour of it, If,
on the other hand, the finances were still
in such a disastrous condition that the
financial emergency reduction of expend-
diture had to be persevered in, every mem-
ber would have to agree in that view, The
Premier is wrong in saying the late Gov-
ernment stood entirely alone in the redue-
tion of salaries and wages. The Plan
brought down by Mr. Scullin and Mr.
Theodore did specifically provide that there
was to be a reduction of 20 per cent, in all
wages, salavies and pensions paid by the
Governments.

The Premier: That is what T say; the
previous Government was the only Govern-
ment that applied this cnt to private em-
ployment.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That has been so
often sald and entirely misunderstood.
What was the position in the Fastern
States? At the time the Premiers’ Plan
was passed, the private employee was down
20 per eent. and more.

The Premier: Not by Parliament,

Hon. N. KEENAN: But he was in fact.

The Premier: But not by Parliament.
What I have said is correet.

Hon. N. EKEENAN: There was no
reason whatever for giving to the private
employer in the Eastern States any power
to seek reliecf from the Arbitration Court,
hecause already he had got it. When the
legislation came back from the FEastern
States in the form in which it was drawn
by the Eastern States and handed to the
late Mr. Davy with orders to bring it bhe-
fore this Parliament, Mr. Davy explained
to us the position, and the first Bill to come
before the House gave power to the Arbi-
tration Court to make an order in any ease
to set aside any reduction that would arise
under the statnte. Members of 1he front
Opposition bench know that the President
of the State Arbitration Court was quite
satisfied. This, again, is going beyond what
i% proper discussion for the Committee, and
T have referred to it only beeause il was
referred to by the Premier. It would be
absurd to zav that in this State, where the
(Government take part in competitinn with
private employers, the Government should
reduce by 20 per cent., under the Plan
brought down by Mr. Scullin, the wages
paid by the Government, and leave their
compelitors with the burden of not getting



2722

that reduction of 20 per cent.
tion would be utterly impossible.

Mr, Needham: The late Government
provided relief for private employers.

Hon, N. KEENAN: That is only a
catehword suitable for the publie platform.

Mr. Needham interjected.

The CHATRMAN: Order!
ber for Perth must keep order.

My. Needham: Then why doesn’t he tell
the truth?

Hou. N. KEENAN:
withdrawal of that.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member will
withdraw,

Mr. Ncedham:
tions, I withdraw.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Thke Committee must
observe decorum, and I understand the hon.
member desires to respect the decornm of
the Committee. On the constitntional side
of the motion I am largely in sympathy
with the Minister, because I cannot eoncede
to another place the right to emaseulate in a
vital manner a measure that has been fore-
cast before the electors of the State at a
general election. Totally as T disagree with
the mensnre, on the constitutional side I
am not prepared to assent to the right of
another place to defeat it. From that point
off view the Minister will bave my sapport,
but not on the issue raised here to-day. 1
do not know what other object there is,
except perhaps the waste of time which I
anderstand is one of the objects we have
to-day. However, I hope I have made my
position clear,

The MINISTER FOR WORIS: There is
ne necessity to waste time. We wisk to get
to grips with the situation. The Leader of
the Opposition reiterates a statement he
made when the Bill was read a second time,
when he stated that it gave no relief to the
lower paid man. The basic wage man and
the man up to 9s. margin above the basic
rate, are not affected hy the Act. The only
way in which we ean give relief to that man
is by over-riding the court, and giving kim
a higher wage than the court says he is en-
titled to. By doing that we adopt the same
principle as members opposite did when
they passed an Aet which said the men were
to he paid less than the court declared they
were entitled to.

Hon. N. Xeenan: You ecould give them
more work if vou used the mnney for the
unemployed.

The posi-

The mem-

I should like a

According to imstrue-
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
confident that this Bill would have given
them more work. I should have thought the
hon. member would have come round to that
way of thinking. Surely it has been made
clear that the moment wages in industry are
reduced, and the spending power of the
people is taken away, more unempioyment is
created. If the money is left in the hands
of the employer it ereates a situation from
whicl: this country is now suffering, when
millions of money arc being hoarded up
under the control of a few and the multitude
are going hungry. That is what the bon.
menther’s poliey has led us to, He accuses
the Premier and me of taking up a different
stand frem that which we took ap on the
oceasion of the Address-in-reply in answer
to the arguments which he advanced, Actu-
ally it is he who has adopted a different
attitnde. The stand adopted by the Premier
is consistent with the stand he took then.
The hon. member says that the poliey speech
of the Premier held out fo the civil service
a promise that the euts would be restored,
The Premier denied that then and does so
now, He said at the time kis promise was
thnt the Aet would be drastically amended.
It is the hon. member whe is being incon-
sistent. When he referred to wages eoming
down in the Eastern States hefore the Pre-
miers’ Plan came into foree, he omitted fo
state that every reduction brought about
there was properly fought ount before a con-
stitutional tribunal. In no instance has any
other Parliament but this inferfered with
wages outside of Government employment.
The decision of the Premiers’ Conference
was, “That the legal sub-committee be not
asked to prepare legislation as to wages in
private employment.” If local employers
had as streng a case as their eonfreres in the
Eastern States, and could prove they were
entitled to reduce wages, why did they not
put up their case? Why was Parliament
asked to over-ride the eourt? I am glad to
have the support of the hon. member in the
constitutional aspect of this case. Another
place is held up as a House of review. It
is not entitled to lay down a policy or take
the business of the country out of the hands
of the Government.  When the party in
power receives the decisions of the people in
favour of a partienlar poliey, another place
has no constitutional right to stand in the
way. The Legislative Council of New South
Wales, generally regarded as the most con-
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servative Chamber in the Commonwealth,
has alwags accepted any Bill that involved
an item of policy, where it could be shown
that that was contained in the policy speech
of the Government. It appears that another
place is not going to limit its activities, The
Government ecannot allow their policy to be
taken out of their hands. We are satisfied
that the people knew what we proposed to
do when we attained office, and as we are
charged with the responsibility we propose
to give effect to it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T support the Gov-
ernment. I opposed this emergency legis-
lation, The fate of the previous Govern-
ment was saved in those days by the casting
vote of the Chairman of Commitiees. At
the last general elections it was stubed thak
none of the emergency legislation would be
re-enacted. Large placards were erected all
over the eountry containing the words, “Col-
lier will fight; we will restore the purchas-
ing power of the people; we will give them
money to spend.” We now find a great army
bebind the Premier bragging of their elec-
tioneering promises from one end of the
country fo the other. The Premier did re-
enact the emergeney legislation, and con-
verted the 41d. tax into one of 9d.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member can-
not diseuss that matter.

Mr. J. H, SMITH : Another place has not
gone far enough; it should have thrown out
the Bill altogetber. Let the Government be
singere and allow this Bill to go by the board.
They will then be true to their electioneer-
ing pledges. How can we rehabilitate our-
selves under present conditions?

Mr, Wise: Declare a moratorium.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That is the only solu-
tion,

The Premier: And pay ne one.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Let us legislate for
the future. The Government are taking
money out of the pockets of the people who
cannot afford to pay, and are bringing down
this emergency legislation. The people were
gulled into the present situation. We can
do nothing unless the people have the right
to spend their own money. We are not suf-
fering from over-production bui from under-
consumption, and yet the Government wounld
take away a few more pence from the peo-
ple. Placarded in red all over the country
we had the words “Collier will fight.” We
know that the last Government committed
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suicide by imposing the 43d. tax just before
the elections.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon., member can-
not discuss that matter,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I hope the Govern-
ment will drop this legislation, which would
ordinarily expire at the end of this month.
Let them restore the purchasing power of
the people; let them be genuine.

Mr. Wise: How would you vote if we
divided on this guestion?

Alr. J. H. SMITH: Possibly the hon.
member is not wide awake enough to know
the tragedy the Giovernment are ieading him
into. Members opposite are chewing the cud
all the time, saying to themselves, “This is
not what we came here for; we came pledged
to do certain things, but we have fol-
lowed the hell wether all the time.”
The Premicr came down to my distriet and
said the whole thing was scandalous. He
raised his voiee to the skies and spoke of the
number of people who were starving in this
country. Ie said that the emergency taxa-
tion was a shameful thing, and it was the
first time in the history of politics in West-
ern Australia that Arbitration Court awards
had been interfered with; yet we find that
the Government are re-introdueing the legis-
lation. The Premier knows that he cannot
make the people prosperous by taking away
their spending power. 1 am supporting the
Government in  declining to aceept the
amendments made by the Gouneil. The Gov-
ernment should drop the Bill altogether and
revert to the old order. 1 am supporting the
Government becaunse I know the people can-
not pay a penny piece more. At the same
time I ask members opposite to be a little
niore sincere, There are thousands of people
now who are just waking up and beginning
to realise that there was nothing in the great
big placards that were dispiayed all over the
country bearing the legend “Collier will
fight.” Tt was all insingcerity and hypoerisy.
A definite promise was made that imme-
diately the Government were returned to
power all this taxation would be done away
with. Still, T will vote with the Government.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to.

Nos. 2 o 6:

On motions by the Minister for Works the
foregoing amendments made hy the Couneil
were not agreed to.
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Resclutions reported, the report adopted,
and n Committee consisting of the Alinister
tor Works, the Minister for Railways, and
Mr. Latham drew up reasons for disagrecing
with the amendments,

Reasons adopted, and a essage aceord-
ngly returned to the Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 3.50 to 5.45 p.m.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT,

Conneil's Message.

Message from the Couneil reeeived and
read notifying that it insisted on all its
amendments, to which the Aszembly had
disagreed.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION.

Council’s Amendments.

Sebedule of 42 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Commullee.

My, Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Railways in charge of the Bill,

No. 1. Clause 3—In defimition of “com-
mercial goods vehiele,” affer the word
“only,” in line 15, insert the words —and
operating or.”

The MINISTER FOR HRAILWAYS:
While a formidable list of amendments has
been reecived from the Council, they do mot
involve violent alterations in the privciples
of the Bill. Some of the amendments put
the same meaning in a different way, or
strike out a word and insert another having
the same effect, or transfer something from
one clause to another. Generally speakine,
they do not fouch the principles of the Rill
to any great degree. While the 42 amend-
ments cover two pages of the Notice Paper,
it will be easy to accept most of them.
Amendment No. 1 makes the sense some-
what clearer. I move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 3.—In definition of
“gperate” add the words “save as provided
by section thirty-three of this Act.”
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Inp
order that there may be no misconeeption,
the Couneil desire at this stage of the Bill to
insert a reference to the saving clauvse, No.
43, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 3.—Tn definition of “vehi-
cle” insert after the word “tramway,” in
line 34, the words “wbether used on a Gov-
ernment or privately owned railway or
tramway.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: As
the Bill deals with co-ordination of trans-
port, and is not intended to operate only as
regards Government railways and tramways,
there iz no objection to the amendment. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4+ Clause 3.—In tbe definition of
“vehiele” delele the words “or privately
owned vehiele used only for the use or
pleasure of the owner”

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: On
a first examination of the Bill it was thought
that these words were unnecessary. I have
no objection to the amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause &5 —Delete the word
“State,” in line 6, and substitute the words
“Western Australian.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Council have made this amendment in
order to distinguish the Western Australian
Transport Board from otker {ransport
boards, I have no ohjection to it I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No, 6. Clause 5.—Insert a new subclause,
to stand as Snbelanse (2), as follows:—

(2.) As soon as may be sfter the thir-
tieth day of June in each year, the Board
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shall cause to be prepared 2 report con-

taining—

(i) a statement relating to the proceed-
ings and work of the Board during
the finaneial year then last preced-
ing;

(il) any comments which the Board
think desirable to make relating to
the administration or operation of
Transport Regulations Aets,

Such annual report shall be lai@ before

both Houses of Parliament in the month

of Oectober in each year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
has been the practice that all depariments
operating under statute should submit re-
ports to Parliament. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 5, Subelause (6).—Add
the words “and may be re-appeinted.”’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The object of this amendment is to make it
perfectly clear that members of the hoard
may be re-appointed. If members of the
board do a good job, the Government will
be anxious to re-appeint them. I move—

That thr amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 10, paragraph (n).—De-
lete the word “suck,” in line 4.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This is a minor amendment which makes
practically no difference. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 9. Claunse 10, paragraph (a}, in lines
5 and 6.—Delete the words “as the Minister
may from time fo time direct.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The words referred to are redundant, and
T have no objection to their deletion. T
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. ift. Clause 10, paragraph (d).—In-
sert the words “as hereinafter defined” aftar
the word ‘‘license,” in line 39.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is a definition Iater in the Bill. I
have no objection to the amendment. 1
move—

That the amendwment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; tke Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 10, paragraph {d).—Add
at the end of the paragraph: “In this para-
graph the term ‘new license’ ghall he con-
strued as follows:—

(i) A license for a vehicle on a route
not preseribed at the commencement of
this Act under the Traffic Act, 1919-1932,
or which is not substantially the same as
any such rounte; ar

(i1} Where an applicant alveady has at
the commencement of this Act a publie
vehicle or vehicles lawfully eperating on
any prescribed route under the Traffie Act,
1919-1932, and requires a license for one
additional vehicle for the same route the
license for that additional vehiele shall not
be considered u new license, but every ad-
ditional vehiele licensze applied for beyond
such one additional license shall be con-
strued as a new license; or

{(iii) A license for any route preseribed
under the Traflic Act, 1919-1932, but which
has fallen into desuetude at any time pre-
vious to the date of the application for
the new license:"

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: An-
other place has inserted a definition of “new
license,” so far as Clause 10 is concerned, in
the clause itself. The amendment permits,
where people have a fleet of vehicles operat-
ing, an addition of one vehicle to he made
without ils being eonsidered a new license
under the Act.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Was this a Govern-
menf{ amendment?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No;
but the Government accepted it in another
place. There is nothing unjust in it. 1
move-—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pui and passed; the Couneils
amendirent agreed to.

No. 12. Clause 10, paragraph (e).—De.
lete the words “of its own motion,” in line 4

The MINISTER T'OR RATLWAYS: The
governing paragraph contains the weords “of
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its own velition,” and paragraph (e} says
“of its own motion.” Therefore the latier
words are unnecessary. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. SAMPSON: I support the motion,
beeause I was anxious to have those words
deleted before the Bill left this Chamber.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 13. Clause 11, Subeclause (2).-—De-
lete the words “impossible of improvement,”
in lines 14 and 15.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1t
was not thonght that any railway, tramway,
or hus service could be impossible of im-
provement. The board would decide whether
a serviee was adegquate or inadequate. If
inadequate, then it would be the busincss‘of
the person owning or controlling the service
to improve it; and if he failed to do so, the
board might, in their diseretion, give con-
sideration £o an application for another form
of transport. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed fo.

No. 14. Clause 11, Subelanse (3).—Add
the words ‘for otherwise,’’ in line 20.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
wo did not give our sanction to a recom-
mendation placed before Parliament by
the board, of course we wounld ‘‘do other-
wise.’’ Apparenily the Couneil desire that
alternative to be included, and I have no
objection. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 15. Clause 11, Subelause (5).—Add
at the end the following words:—‘Any
stm or sums received from any subsequent
tenderer or tenderers shall he dealt with in
like manner.”’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Clause 11 provides, infer alia, that the
board may call for tenders for road trans-
port to serve a distriet and the money col-
lected from the suceessful tenderer is to be
paid into the Treasury to liquidate tne
eapital cost of the railway or tramway that
may be closed. The Council propase an
amendment setting out what obviously was
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the original intention. Apparently the
Council wish to make doubly sure and I
have no objection. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. Latham: This must be a very good
Bill.
The Premier: Yes, there were only

commas and other small things to be fized
np by the Council.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 16. Clanse 12.—Insert before the
word “latitnde,” in line 9, the worl
‘‘south.’’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This amendment involves a scientific mat-
ter. In our ignorance we thought that
when we provided in the elause that the
Act should apply to that part of the State
““south of the 26th parallel of latitude,’’
we had said all that was necessary and
that there was only one ‘‘26th parallel of
latitude’’ affected. In order that we may
be corrected in our geography, with all due
humility we should accept the Couneil’s
rebuke and I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 17. Clause 13.—Insert at the hegin-
ning of the clause the words ‘Subject to
the provisions of section thirty-three.’’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
dealing with provisions of the Bill subject
te Clanse 33 which refers to the class of
vehicles defined, the Conneil desire to make
doubly sure. I do not think it neeessary
to say that every clanse affected by Clanse
33 should be specifically stated to be sub-
ject to that clause. In order to make the
position perfectly clear to the most obtruse
of minds, the Council desire this amend-
ment and I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 18. Clause 14, in line 29.—Delete
the word ‘‘ten’’ and substitute the word
“five,”?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This is a rather important amendment. We
desired that the fees payable for licenses
should be on a basis not greater than 10
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per cent, of the gross esrnings of the
licensed vehicle. The matter was diseussad
at some length in this Housc and I
pointed out that it was impossible for the
Government to secure any informatron re-
garding the turnover of varlous companies.
We have no power to demand it, and there
i5 no means by which we can aseertain the
taformation. We provided that the license
fee should not exceed 10 per cent. of the
gross takings. That did not mean that the
fee would be on the basis of 10 per cent.;
it might be 2 per cent. or what other per-
centage was deemed necessary. From
what I can gather, T do not think five per
cent., which is what the Conncil suggest,
will be quite adequate, and I propose to ask
the Couneil to agree to increase the limit to
six per cenf.

Mr. Latham: In view of the vote we took
in the Honse, it wounld be unwise for us to
seck to incrense the amount to 74 per cent.
now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILYWAYS: Yes,
but five per eent. is too near the border line.

Mr, Latham: I have worked out the basis
of the fees and I think it comes to about 53
per cent.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: And
I think we should ask for six per cent.

The Premier: Which would be the maxi-
mum.

The MINISTER FOR
Yes. T move—

That the Council’s amendment be amended
by striking out *‘five’’ and inserting the word
figix?? in liew.

RAILWAYS:

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment, as amended, agreed to.

No. 19. Clanse 14—Delete the words
“and does not apply to subsidies paid to
aerial services,” and substitute the words
“and in assessing such gross earnings the
amount of any subsidy paid for an aerial
service shall not be taken into aecount.”

The MINISTER FOI! RAILWAYS: The
Bill was amended in the Assembly to deal
with the position of aerial services and the
amendment was hurriedly drafted.  The
Parliamentary Draftsman considers that the
Council’s amendment expresses better what
we desire and T move—

That the amendment Le agreed to,

Question put and passed: the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 20. Clause 14, in line 38.—Delete the
word “matter” and substitute the word “man-
ner.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ob-
viously the amendment is to correct a typo-
graphical error. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 21. Clause 14, on page 9, line 10,
after the word “vehicle.’—Insert the words
“other than a trailer or semi-frailer operat-
ing in the manner referred to in the said
seetion thirty-three.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
thought the position was obvious without
the amendment, but the Council desire to
make it elear. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pui and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 22, Clause 15, after the word “who,”
in the first line~Insert the word *know-
ingly.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
provided that it was a sufficient defence for
o person charged with an offence to show
that he had reasonabie grounds for believ-
ing that the vehicle concerned was licensed.
The Council think the position would be
made more clear by inserting the word
“knowingly.” I have no ohjection to its
insertion, I move—

That tho amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 23. Clause 15.—Delete nll the words
after the word “Aect,” in line 18, down to
the end of the clause.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
insertion of the word “knowingly” replaces
the worda that the Council propose to strike
out. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendmeut agreed to.

No. 24, Clause 17, after the word
“vehiele,” in line 32—Insert the words
“which is required under the provisions of
this Part to be licensed.”
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Couneil desire to remove what may pos-
sibly be regarded ns a slight trace of am-
biguity. I am convineed that we should pass
a vote expressing our gratitude to the Legis-
lative Council for helping us so elearly to
express everything in conneetion with the
Bill so that there will he no possible
grounds whatever for any future dispute or
argument,

My, Latham: You shonld regard it as a
compliment that the Council went so care-
fully througk the Bill.

The Premier: They have been very help-
ful—with this Bill!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They have endeavoured to make everything
so absolutely clear that the legal fraternity
will not be able to fix on anything in the
Bill upon which to base an argument in
futore. I move—

That thn amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
anendment agreed to.

No. 25. Clanse 17.—Delete all the words
affer the word “pounds” in line 35, and
substitute the following:—

“unless—

(a) a license granted under this Act in
respect of the vehicle expressly auth-
orises the carriage of passengers
therein; or

(h) the person zo carried is—

(1) in the employ of the owner of the
vehicle and is proceeding on his
master’s business; or

(ii) the ownmer or a member of the
family of the owner of the vehicle:

(iii) earried in the ease of speecial emer-
gency;

{iv) a person who is ecarried withont
fee or reward of any kind;

{e¢) the owner of the vehicle is the holder
of a special permit granted by the
Board, and the persen so carried ie
carried in conformity with the per-
mit.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
understand the view of the Council is that
shonld a man be so generons as to give a
Lift to a man who iz earrying his swag, or
to a neighbour, he would he liable to prose-
eution under this Act.
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Mr. Latham: I think he would be.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: I
think so too, In the administration of Aects
of Parliament by responsible people, the
duties are not earried out by those individ-
vals in an irresponsible fashion, nor are they
desirous of embarking upon invidious and
unjustifiable prosecutions. No one would
dream of stretching such 4 provision as to
warrant a prosecution in the circumstances
1 have indicated. However, the Council
again desire to make things perfeetly clear
and doubly sure, so I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

No. 26. Clouse 20.—Add a proviso, as

follows:— ’

Provided that no lieense is required
under thizs Part where—

{a) on any special oceasion persons co-
operate to bear the expense of
any journey undertaken for plea-
snre in a privately owned mofor
vehiele; and

{b) such journey is made to a destina-
tion to which on the day the
journey was undertaken there
was ne suitable frain running or
public vebicle operating.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: The
reason for this is that in country distriets
when football or ericket matches or other
forms of sport are heing indulged in, it mav
he that there is neither railway frain nor
publie vehicle running, and it is thought the
people should not be deprived of theirv
pleasure hy being denied all forms of trans-
port. So I think the amendment is quite
reasanable, and I have no ohjection to it. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

My, WANSBROUGH: Tf we aecept this
amendment, what will he the position of the
taxi driver, who is licensed to earry passen-
wers? We have taxis in my districk, and
<omettmes they nre left standing still.

The Minister for Railways: This deals
anly with places where there are no public
vehicles at all. T think it is all vicht.

Question put and pa=sed: (he Conncil's

amendiment agreed to.
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No. 27. Clause 24 —Delete the words
“and the decision of the Board shall be final
and without appeal,” in lines 22 and 23, aod
substitute the following:—

2. (a) Any person who at the thirty-
first day of December, 1933, is the holder
of a license for a vehicle which was—

(1) licensed under section ten A of the
Traffic Act, 1919-1932, and en-
gaged in carrying goods on one
specific route for a period of not
less than twelve months prior to
such date; or

{ii} licensed and operating as an omni-
bus on a1 ronte preseribed under
that Act for a period of not less
than twelve months prior to such
date,

shall if he ai any time within three vears
of the date of the coumncncement of this
Act is refused 2 license or remewal of a
license under this Act in respect of such
vehiele for the route on which it was
operating at the thirty-first day of Decem-
her, 1933, he entitled to appeal to a sti-
pendiary magistrate in respect of =uch re-
fusal within the time and manner pre-
seribed.

(b) The appellant shall on instituting
his appeal pay the sum of ten pounds into
court as securitv for the costs of the
appeal.

(¢) On the hearing of the appeal the
magistrate may ardey that the license be
wrunfed in aecordance with the applieation
or subject to such conditions (being con-
ditions which the bhoard itself might have
imposed if it granted the application in
the first instance) as the magistrate mayx
think fit, or the magistrate may dismiss the
uappeal and in any case may make such
order ax to costs ax the magistrate deems
advisable.

(d) The deeision ol the magistrate shall
be final.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: This
deals with ihe question whether the trans-
port board’s deeisions shall be final, or sub-
ject to an appeal. In the Couneil, as in this
House, there was a substantial volume of
opinion thai there should be an appeal, or
alternatively some form of compensation.
Tltunately the Council auzreed that a com-
pensation clause might be dangerous, as
being liable to mulct the State in a consider-
able amount of money. In the end, the
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Conncil came to the conclusion that people
who had had vehicles in operation for 12
months should have some safeguard in the
form of an appeal against the decisions of
the board. Sinee this will apply only to
vehicles that have been operating for 12
months, and since it will last for only three
vears, I think it is reasonable, and so I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councii’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 28. Clause 33—After the word
“vehicle,” in line 12, insert the words “or
trailer or semi-trailer.”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
clause providing exemption from licenses
makes no reference to trailers or semi-
trailers. The amendment is merely making
the positien clear, and so I have no ohjec-
tion to it. Y move—

That the amendment be ngreed to.

My, SAMPSON: I draw the attention of
the Minister to Clauze 3, where a “commer-
cial goods vehicle” 15 defined,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is there provided that the trailer shall be
considered separately from the vehicle draw-
ing it. The amendment is only making {he
posiiion certain,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 29. Clause 37.—Delete all the words
after the word “applieation,” in line 14, and
substitute “There shall be an appeal to a
stipendiary magistrate against the decision
of the Board in refusing to grant the appli-
culion.

In relation to any such appeal the pro-
visions of subsection (2} of section twenty-
four shall apply with the necessary modifica-
tions”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This deals with the same subject as 15 dealt
with in amendment No. 27. Having already
accepted the principle, T have no objection
to this. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed fo.

No. 30. Clause 44, befere the word “lati-
tude,” in line 26.—Insert the word “south.”
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This is another one dealing with south lati-
tude. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 3L Clanse 48.—Delete the word
“provide,” in line 24, and substitute the word
“produce.”

The MINISTER TOR RAILIWAYS:
This is merely an alieration of words; it is
the correetion of a clerical ertor. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 32. Clanse 54, after the word “sus-
pended,” in line 6, page 19.—Insert the fol-
lowing proviso :—

Provided further, that there shall be an
appeal to a stipendiary magistrate against
the decision of the board in revoking wr
suspending a license, and in relation fo
any snch appeal the provisions of section
twenty-four shali apply with the necessary
maodifieations.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This is again the principle of appeal fo =
magistrale. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to,

No. 33. Clause 57, page 20, paragraph
{g).—After the word “vehicle,” in line 5,
insert the words “required fto be licensed
nnder this Aet”

The MINISTER FOR RAILAVAYS: 1

do noi reatly think this is necessary, but
still T have no objeetion to it. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’z
amendmenl agreed to.

No. 34. Paragraph (h).—Delete {he
words “‘omnibuses and of commereial gocds
vehicles?” and substitute the words “‘pub-
lic vehicles.

No. 35. Paragraph (i).—Delete the
words ‘‘omnibuses or commercial goods
vehicles’” and substitute the words ‘‘pub-
lie vehicles.”’

No. 36. Paragraph (1).—Delete the
words ‘‘omnibnses and commercial goods
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vehicles’’ and substitute the words ‘‘pub-
lic vehicles.”’

No. 37. Pavagraph {m).—Delele the
words ‘‘omnibuses and commercial goods
vehicles’’ and substitute the words ‘pub-
lie vehieles.”’

No. 38. First Schedule—Before ihe
word ‘‘solely,’’ in the fifth line of para-
graph 2, commenee a new paragraph, to
stand as pavagraph 3.

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
the foregoing amendmentz were agreed to.

No. 39. First Schedule—(i) Add the
following words to paragraph 4 thereof:—
““The term ‘The railway station or town
nearest to such property’ shall include
that station or town most aceessible fo the
property. and to which supplies and ve-
quisites for that property would erdinarily
he railed.”’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This amendment was made at the request
off the Pastoralists’ Association. The
nearest railway station in the pastoral area
might have aceess from a very bad road,
whereas a good road would induee people
to use another station though it was
located a little further distant. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
(uestion put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed fo.

No. 40. (ii) After
sert a new
paragraph

parvagraph 8 in-
paragraph, to stand as
9, as follows:—“The ecar-
riage of shearing employees and their
laggage in a wvehiele to any place or
places where they are te ¢arry ont uny
shearing contract and the return Ly the
same vchicle of sueh employees to their
places of residence on completion of the
contract.”’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYSN:
‘This amendment was suggested by the Pas-
toralists’ Association to enable people to
earn a living at less expense than would
otherwise he involved. We would be penal-
ising people unduly if such provision were
not ineluded and if the measure were ad-
ministered harshly. T move—

That the amendment Le agreed to.

Question put and pussed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.
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No. 41. First Schedule—After para-
graph 8 insert a new paragraph, to
stand as paragraph 9, as follows:—
“As a feeder to or from any country
railway station or siding, provided it is
not operating at a distance beyond thirty-
five miles from such station or siding.’’

No. 42. First Schedule—In paragraph
9, delete the words “thirty-four” and sub-
stitute the words “thirty-two.”

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 7.53 to 10.20 p.m.

BILLS (2) RETURNED.
1, Appropriation.
2, Traffic Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION.

Council’s Message.
g

Message from the Council received and
read notifying {hat it had agreed to the
Assembly’s  alternative amendment to
Amendment No. 18 made by the Council.

BILL—FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’'s Amendments.

Message from the Couneil received and
read nofifying that it had agreed to the Bill,
subject to a schedule of amendmenis now
considered.

In Caommittee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 3.—Delete 1933, in lines
28 and 36, and substitute “1934.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This re-
fers to the amount paid to the receivers for
their services. Under the existing Act re-
ceivers are enfitled to £10 10z, plus three
per cent. They went to 2 judge in cham-
bers and got a decision in their favour. In
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the Bill it is definitely provided that the re-
ceiver shall reeceive £10 10s. or three per
cent. That was made retrospeetive, but the
Couneil objects to its being made retrospee-
tive. I do not like to agree to the amend-
ment, for I think the reeeiver is paid suffi-
eient if he gets £10 10s. or three per cent.,
but I have to bear in mind that a judge in
chambers said they were entitled to it. Con-
sequently I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr., LATHAM: I am sorry the Minister
has agreed to aceept the amendment, for
there is no doubt in my mind they wonld
never have got their £10 10s. plus three per
cent. but by arrangement with the farmers.
I am sorry we are not going to make it
retrospective to last April, hut there is now
no time to insist upon it, and so the unfor-
tunate farmers will have to pay. However,
starting in next April, it should serve to
elear things up once and for all. Aloreover
it is definitely provided in the Bill that the
farmer cannot coniract himself out of the
Act after this.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clanse 3, page 3.—Delete para-
graph (b).

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Previ-
ously receivers could charge out of pocket
oxpenses in addition to ordinary fees. This
clause provides that they shall be allowed
only to eharge out of pocket expenses for
some special services. The Counecil desires
that the clanse shail be struck out, but [
disagree, for the receivers cannot have it
hoth ways. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. FERGUSOXN: I am amazed at the
lack of appreciation of anether place of the
diffieulties of the farmers, who, in most in-
stances have heen compelled to seek pro-
tection under this legislation. It is amaz-
ing that Parliament should be so unmindful
of their intevests of the farmers. 1 agree
with the Minister that it would be wrong to
aceept the Council’s amendment,

Question put and paszed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 9.—Delete paragraph (a).

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
original intenfion was fo insert the words
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“director” and “receiver.”” The director has
power to direct the deputy directors who are
receivers, but another place is of opinion
that this would menn building up a Govern-
ment department. 1 have no objection to
the amendment which would leave the Aect
as it is. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clanse 9.—Delete paragraph (h).

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Subsec-
tion 3 of Section 12 of the Act provides that
nothing in this section or in any resolution
of the creditors shall prevent the holder of
any mortgage or other seeurity from mak-
ing to a farmer mny advance neeessory for
the preservation of the security. It was
proposed to add, “or which, in the opinion
of the direetor is warranted in order to rem-
der the security more productive for the pur-
pose of the fiarmer’s husiness, and is ealeu-
lated to be of henefit fo the farmer and his
creditors in general” It might be the wish
of the seeured creditor—the mortgagee—to
put sheep on the property or to arrange for
fenging and water supplies so that sheep
might be carried. That would in no wise
interfere with the interests of other credifors.

Mr. Ferguson: It would improve their
interests.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, be-
cause the farmer would have a better chance
to got on his feet and thus the creditors
wonld have a better chance to get their
money. I move—

That the amendinent he not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 9, paragraph {e).—After
ihe word “may,” in line 24, insert the words
“after consulfation with the eonsent of the
majority of the ereditors.”

The MIKISTER FOR LANDS: This is
a very similar amendment dealing with wire
nefting and my remarks on the previons
amendment apply here. Why should the
creditors be consulted? Their rights would
uoi be interfered with in any way. Rather
would their interests be eonserved. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.
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Mr. FERGUSON: The question of sup-
plying wire netting would net vitally con-
cern {he majority of the creditors.

Myr. Latham: It would help the creditors.

Mr, PERGUSON: Yes. The farmer
should have the right to decide. If the
director supports him, surely it is not a mat-
ter that coneerns the majority of the eredi-
tors.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to.

Neo. 6. Clause 10.—After the words “Pro-
vided, however,” in line 10 on page 7, in-
serb the words “in regard to any sueh secur-
ity.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
ne obhjection to the amendment, and move—

That the amendinent be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councils
amendment agreed to,

No. 7. Clause 10.—Iu paragraph {d) of
the proviso delete all the words after the
word “shall,” in line 44, down to the end
of the paragraph and substitute the follow-

ing:—

(i} If the same requires registration
under the Bills of Sale Act, 1899, and its
amendments, and does not comply with
the formalities preseribed, or is not duly
registered under the said Acts; or

(ii) in any case where the same does
not require such registration, if the pro-
duce or the actual proceeds of the produce
the subject thereof have not heen received
by the creditor in whose favour such
order, authority, or writing is given before
the date of the stay order Le absolutely
void as against the receiver and the other
creditors of the farmer.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment deals with wheat orders and has
heen introduced with my consent. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneils
amendment agreed to.

Resclutions reported, and the report
adopted. A committee consisting of Messrs.
Johnzen, Latham and Troy drew up reasons
for disagreeing with amendments Nos. 2, 4
and 5. Reasons adopted and & message
accordingly returned to the Couneil,
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BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Conneils Messoge.

Message [rom the Council received and
remd notitying that it insisted upon its
amendments to which the .Assembly had
disagreed, now considered.

In Commiitee.
AMr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Biil.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move-—

That the Asscmbly continue to disagree with
the Couneil’s amendments.

Question put and passed, the Couneil’s
amendments again disagreed fo.

Resclutions
adopted.

repurted  aml  the report

Request for Conferenee.
The AMINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
nmove—-

That the Legislative Council be requested to
grant a eonferenee upon the amendments in-
sisted wpon by the Legislative Couneil; the
manigrers for the Assombly o be Hon, P
Collier, Mr. Latham, and the mover.

Question pul and passed, and a message
aceurdingly returned to the Couneil,

Silling suxpewded from 16,17 pam. to 12
midnight.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY AQT
AMENDMENT.
Cownctl's Further Message,

Message from the Couneil received and
vead notifying thal it agreed to a confer-
enve with the Legislative Assembly that it
had appointed Hon, W, H. Kitson, flon.
J. J. Holmes and Hon. A. Thomson as
managers for the Council, and that the
vonference take place in the President’s
room forthwith.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 should like 1o know,
Mr. Speaker, whether this conference can
be eonsidered to be in the nature of a con-
ference, implying the deliberations of a
subject, when I understand that two of the
managers appointed by another place have
already announced their determination not
to alter their viewpoint concerning the
amendments that have been made to this
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Bill by their Chamber, that there would
be no surrender on their part.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have no knowledge of
what has occurred in another place.

BILL—FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council reccived and
read notifving  that it insisted upon its
amendments Nos. 2, 4 and 3, to which the
Assembly bad disagreed, now considered.

In Committer.
Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill
Nos. 2, 4 and 3:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [ move—

That the Assembly coutinuve to
with the Council's amendments.
I am greatly disappointed at the attitude
of another place, and am wholly dissatis-
fied with memnbers there who allegedly rep-
resent farming interests, .lmagine a numn-
ber oi members representing furming con-
stituencies insisting upon amendments
whieh so sericusly affeet the properties of
s0 many ol their constitnents. As a result
of these amendments a receiver will get
for this year at any rate a sum of £10 10s,
plus 3 per cent, a very adequate remuner-
ation. Many receivers in the city are
carrying om quite a big business by these
operations alone. 1n comparison with the
farmers they are living in opulence. Par-
liament never intended that the receivers
should get £10 1Us. plus 3 per cent., which
they got as the result of n test case. In
addition, they are also able to charge out-
of-pocket expenses. We desired to limit
these out-of-pouklet expenses to speecial
serviees, but another place declarved they
were to be unlimited, There bas been a
lot of labbying going on in Parliament on
the part of the receivers during the past
week or so. Famners have been growing
wheat at a loss for the last two or three
vears, and yet every person who handles
the proceeds has had a cut out of them.
The first charge against the proceeds is
the fee of the receiver, and then come the
merchants, the bank, etc. Everyhody wets
a fall cut except the farmer. A fortnight
ago a thousand bags of wheat Ieft my pad-

isailed
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docks, bul when bags, super. and cartage
hud been paid for, there was nothing left
ol the proceeds of that consignment for
me. ln my case there was no receiver, and
there had been most careful management
throughout.  Notwithstanding this situa-
tion, members ot another place are fighting
in the interests of the receivers. 1f the
proceeds amount only to £10, the receiver
gots the Jot. I am not disposed fo acecepl
the decision ol another place.

Mr. ATHAM: | am sorry we gave away
anything 2t atl. L am keenly disappointed
al the attitude ol another place. All we
have said is thai the trustee should meet
all these special charges against an estaie
out of the fees he receives. Up lo the pre-
seni telephone calls, stationery, cte., have
all been charged separately. What we
wished to ensure was that these things
were charged against the fee. I am afraid
tbat members of another place are out of
toneh with, the disabilities suffered by
fazmers. 1 hope the Minisfer will perse-
vere in his attempt to induee the Couneil
to give way. Tf the farmers are being
exploited, it can well be said that the
State legislature has permitted it. If we
dn not insist, it will be a definite instrue-
tion to the trustees that they can charge
out-of-pocket expenses in that way. The
farmers concerned must be fairly honest;
otherwise the creditors would not stick to
them.

Mr. SAMPSON: [ hope we remain here
until dawn, or even later, to give ithe Min-
ister the necessary support to proteet
those on whom this State depends. Mo one
knows better than the Minister, who is
himself a farmer, that eonsideration must
he extended to the prodncers of wheat. T
do not doubt that the Minister will stand
firmly to what is in the best interests, not
only of the wheatgrowers, but also of the
State.

Mr. WARNER: T support the remarks
of the Leader of the Opposition, and 1
trust the Minister will do his nfmost on
behalf of the farmers.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendments again disagreed to.

Request for Conference.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That a eonference be requested with {he
Council on the Council’s amendments which
have beeu again disagreed to, and that the
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managers for the Assembly be Mr. Latham,
Mr. Ferguson, i the mover.

Mr. SLEEMAN: L have no wish to do
anything likely lo be deirimental to the
interests ot the farmer, bt conferenees
seeit to me a waste of time. We have nol
a fighting chance st a e¢onference, as the
dice are lowded aguinsi us, In another
place only to-night members have defin-
itely stated their poliey to be one of no-
surrender at a conference. The idea of a
conlerenca is vompromise, study of the
pros and cons of lhe ease. In Lhe present
cirgumstanees conlerences are ulter waste
ol lime. My attitude is—no eonference
with another place.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
all right, but there are very muany farmers
affected by this legislation. TI the legisla~
(ion is not re-enacted, farmers will he abso-'
lutely thrown to the wolves. Therefore I
hope the member for Fremantle will not
persist in his objection. There is a dnnger
of absolute chaos resulting.

Question put and passed.

Nitting suspended from 12,15 won, lo 13.50
am.

BILL—FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Councit’'s Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read, notifying that it had agreed to the
request for a conference, had appointed
the Hons. J. M. Drew, I.. B. Bolton, and
H. V. Piesse as managers, the Chief Secre-
tary's room as the place of holding the
conference, and the time forthwith,

Sitting suspended from 12.52 am. 1o 5 n.m.

BILL—FARMERS' DEDTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT,

Conference Managers' Repart.,

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: I de-
sire to report that the managers represent-
ing this House and another place have met
and come to an agreement as follows:—

No. 2. Subelause {5) of Clause 3, page
3.—Insert after the word ‘‘any,”” in line
G, the word ‘‘legitimate.”’

No. 4. Clanse 9 (b
amendment not insisted on.

{3).—Counecil’s
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No. 5. Clavse 9 (e¢) (3).—After the
word “*may,’’ in line 24, stiike out the
words “*by writing under hi: hand” and in-
sert im licu thereof the words --with the
consent of a majority of rreditors given in
writing or by resolution ol u meeting of
creditors held in accordance with Section
10 of the prineipal \et”

Report adopted, and a messnge nceord-
ingly returned to the Counneil.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.
Conference Muuagers' Reparl.

The MINISTER FORR WOHKS: T have
to report that the managers have et, and
that it is as well to say Lhat the Couneil
made their appointment ol managers by
ballot. Trier to the ballot belng tahen, two
members of that Chamber gat up and said
to the House that if ithey were appeinted
managers, their policy would Dbe, no sur-
render: amdd that in spite of thut state-
ment, (hose two members were vleeted as
managers. We have met in conference
and discussed the whole =situation and
failed to come to an agreeement.

Report adopted, and a message aeeord-
inglv returned to the Council.

CLOSE OF SESSION.
Complimentary Remarks.

THE PREMIER (llon. 1. Collier--
Boulder) [5.8]: As that coneiudes the
business of the session and we are now al-
lowed to go home with the milk, 1 desire to
offer to vou, Sir, the compliments of the sea-
gon. L am sure 1 voice the opinion of every
member of the House when I say we wish
you a very pleasant happy Christmas time,
and that all good thing: may vome your
way during the New Year. The manner in
which you have conducted the business of
the House during the veceni term you have
held olfice has eonformed in the highest
degree to the position and to the high
standard set by your predecessors, I deo
not think there is a member of the Cham-
ber who will guestion your impartiality or
that on all oceasions vou have been fair
and indeed generous lo many of us, per-
haps, when we have gone beyond the Stand-

fa8]
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ing Orders. I am sure every member of
the House will join with me in offering our
good wishes to you during the Christmas
season. To members of the House gener-
ally I express similar sentiments, and I
would say to the Leader of the Opposition
and to all those sitting on the Opposition
side of the House that during the past six
months the Covernment have received

nothing but the fairest treatmeni. Whilst
the Opposition have never surrendered

their vight in any way lo eriticise the Gov-
ernnient measures, such critivism as they
have offered has always heen in fair spirit
and with un understanding of the diffieul-
ties with which the Government are faced
at present, To the Leader of the Opposi-
tion T can only say again that the friendly
relntionship which has existed between the
head of the Government and Leaders of
the Opposition for the past 20 vears, quite
irrespective of when we have changed sides
of the House, hns heen preserved and con-
tinued in this new Parliament. T 2m grate-
ful to the Teader of the Opposition and all
his supporters for the conrteous and kindly
manner in which thev have treated the
Government and the measures that have
heen brought forward. T ecan only aguin
sav that T hope all members will enjoy a
respite during the next few davs. Unfor-
tunately, as the result of the econference
held during recent hours, I ennnot promise
them 2 lengthy respite from Parliamentary
duties. T am sotry to have to convey fo
members the impression that it will pos-
sibly  he necessary for Parliament to
he e¢alled together azain in  the very
carly days of the New Year: because
the situation that has heen ereated as
the result of the lapse of the Ti-
nancial  Emergeey  Act is most  serious:
in fact, unless the position is met and re-
medied in some way or other, there will
be nothing but chaos and disaster befure
the State. But whilst offering congratula-
tions, I should not, of course, intermingle
remarks of a eritical nature, so I will only
sav the Covernment will face the situation
that has been created hyv the action of an-
other place, and we hope that when we meet
again, which I believe will be in the very
near future, the Government will have the
support ¢f the whole House in the attitude
it may be necessary to adopt in order to
meet the situation, I should like to join,
too, in my expressions of thanks to members
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of the House and of my own party. Dur-
ing the session T have had the privilege and
honour {o lead a party which has been very
loyal, very forgiving and very good on all
oceasions, and T have had nothing but the
hest of treatment from every member of our
party during the time we have gathered to-
gether in this Chamber. For that I express
my thanks to every member of our party.
I should like also to express the thanks of
this House to the officers, who have been of
such great assistance to all of us, for their
loyal and devoted attention to their duties,
and the splendid assistance and advice they
have rendered to us on ali oceasions. That
applies not only to the officers in the highest
positions in this Chamber, but to every offi-
cer, ineluding the messengers and all con-
cerned. To the “Frunsard” staff we are all
very gratefal. I wonder what would happen
ip many of us if some member of the “Han-
sard” staff, caught by a malicions or capri-
cious motive, were to report us as we really
speak. The “Hansard” statf have been most
devoted to their duties. Their work during
the session has been considerably inereased
by reason of the fact that there bave been
select committees as well as two Royal Com-
migsions engaging the time of the members
of the staff. During my long associztion
with this House I bhave never 'known any
member of Parliament who had not a feel-
ing of gratitude for the work done by “Han-
sard.” To one and all I offer Christmas
greetings, hoping that the holidays will
prove enjoyable, and that the new year will
hring brighter prospects than the year just
passing away, and that eventually Western
Australia will come back again into its own.
I wish to offer to every member of the
House, to the officers and the servants, the
compliments of the season.

MR. LATHAM (York) [517]: May I
join with the Premier in offering to you, Mr.
Speaker, the compliments of the scason. On
lhis side of the Chamber, as the Premier has
expressed it, we are indeed grateful to you
for not having always noticed the faults of
members. To the IPremier and his Ministers
we feel grateful for the courtesy shown to
us. We are, of course, new in the role of
Opposition; but we have attempted to carry
on the traditions that have existed for many
vears—longer, in fact, than T have heen
here. T am glad of the Premier’s assnrance
thal we have lived up to expectations, and
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have not violated those great traditions. 1
offer hest wishes to the Premier and his
Ministers. We know well that they will nat
have the respite that private members will
enjoy, because every day Ministers must be
in their offlices to ¢arrv on their administra-
tive work; and the work of admimistration
is not easier now than it has been for some
time past. To members of this House I
wish to say how mueh T appreciate their
kindness to me. I wish them a very happy
Christmas, and I hope the new year will
bring prosperity to them and to the State.
To vou, Mr. Speaker, and your staff, and
also to the members of the “Hansard” staff,
I desire to tender myv best thanks for the
assistance always cheerfully given, especially
on the part of the “Tansard” reporters, who
probably =ometimes have been wearied by
those little repetitions thal unfortunately do
areur every fime the House sits. I am very
zratefnl to both fhe =enior and the junior
stalf of the ITouse. We ecan well be proud
of our staff. They are most courteons and
obliging. 'This is the end of an endurance
test, and 1 suppose most of us are anxions
to get away. To one and all I wish a very
happy Christmas and a glad new year.

MR. M¢DONALD (West Perth) [5.20]:
On behalf of those who are associated with
me in this part of the House, Mr. Speaker,
1 wish to thank wvou for the courtesy which
has been nniformly extended to us, and also
for the consideration shown to those of us
who are new wembers. I wish to thank the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition
for their good wishes, and also to express
our gratitude to the members of the “Hau-
sard” stafl and the officers of the House.
We desire to convey fo you, Mr, Speaker,
and to the Premier, the Leader of the
Opposition, and all members of the Cham-
ber our sincerest good wishes for the new
year.

MR. SPEAKER [5.2L]: [ desire to thank
the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition,
and the member for West Perth for the very
kind wishes expressed towards myself, the
Chairman of Committees, the officers of the
IHouse and the “Hansard” staff. 1 have very
much to be thankful for in respect of the as-
sistance given te me by all members of this
Chamber during my term of new office, 1
feel most grateful to all hon. members for
that help, 1 agree with everything that has
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been said in regard to the staff. One really
needs to oceupy such a position as 1 hold
in order to appreciate that assistanee. 1
should be very sorry for myself and the
Chairman of Committees were it not for the
knowledge and assistance made available to
us by the officers of the House. I offer best
wishes and compliments of the season to all
hon. members. Like the Leader of the Op-
position, I hope we shall not he brought
back too soon; but I feel that when we are
called together again, the same good feeling
and respeet that have existed during the ses-
sion jnst closing 'will once more be evidenced.
T wish everyone o merry Christmas and a
happy new year.
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BILL—FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’'s further Message.

Message reccived Lrom the Couneil uoti-
fying that it bad agreed to the report of the
conference on the Bill,

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE PREMIER (Hon. PP. Collier—
Boulder) [5.22]: T move~—

That the Iouse at its rising adjeurn to a
date to he fixed by Mr. Speaker.

Question put and passed.

Houwse adjourned at 523 am, (Seturduy}.

By Proclamation published in the Government Gazeite of the 10th January, i0i1,
Parliament was provogued to the Hih January, 1954




